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Outline

Why blog?

Why tweet?

SIAM plans.
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My History

First website (home page) around 1993.

Redesigned in 2007 with the help of colleague Hykel
Hosni.

Started using Twitter in Sep 2009.

Started Wordpress blog in Jan 2013.

Have but do not use Facebook, LinkedIn accounts.
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Definitions

Blog

Blog = web log.

Posts in reverse order.

Usually creatable without using html.

Content management system underneath.

Free hosting from Wordpress, Blogger (Google), etc.

Twitter
Particular form of microblogging with 140 character
limit.
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Why Blog or Tweet?

Instant publication.

(Quick) feedback on ideas/requests.

Announcements: jobs, tech reports, confs,
software, . . .

Sharing interesting links.

Promoting research: summary of talk or paper.

Passing on tips about software etc.

“Making stuff available”.
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Desiderata of Blog

Have a theme.

Have something to say.

May or may not express opinions.

Be unique.

Provide useful information.

Be controversial?

Regular posts.

Posts that are not papers!

Excellent advice on Wordpress site.
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Feedback

Stats/analytics show popularity of posts, search terms,
etc.

Blog: comments on post page.

Twitter: replies, retweets.
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RankRank DateDate PostPost ClicksClicks

1 Mar 16, 2013
http://ow.ly/j308Z https://github.com/kragen/knuth-interview-2006
RT @nhigham Donald Knuth: "my education boiled down to 50% mathematics, 50% English"
- http://ow.ly/j308Z Fascinating interview.

2 May 31, 2013
http://ow.ly/lzsP5 https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/DisplayJob.as...
Two Lecturerships in Applied Mathematics (Industrial Modelling) available at Univ. of
Manchester. Closes 13-6-13. http://ow.ly/lzsP5

3 Apr 3, 2013
http://ow.ly/jHBKD https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/DisplayJob.as...
Two Research Associate positions in Numerical Linear Algebra available with Prof
Françoise Tisseur (closes May 2) - http://ow.ly/jHBKD

4 Apr 29, 2013
http://ow.ly/kxsZq http://scholar.google.com/citations?user=VWCHlw...
Alan Turing ("Reader, University of Manchester") has a Google Scholar page:
http://ow.ly/kxsZq

5 Apr 2, 2013
http://ow.ly/jECJi http://www.informit.com/articles/article.aspx?p...
Donald Knuth: "I have ... special Emacs keyboard shortcuts that make bookwriting a little bit
like playing an organ" http://ow.ly/jECJi

6 Feb 13, 2013
http://ow.ly/hFQsf https://www.jobs.manchester.ac.uk/DisplayJob.as...
Chair of Statistics available at the University of Manchester (closes March 6, 2013) -
http://ow.ly/hFQsf

7 Mar 2, 2013 http://ow.ly/idxHs http://nickhigham.wordpress.com/2013/03/02/tiny...
New blog post: Tiny Relative Errors - http://ow.ly/idxHs

8 Mar 14, 2013 http://ow.ly/iSKN5 http://blogs.mathworks.com/cleve/2013/02/18/jim...
Blog post by Cleve Moler about Jim Wilkinson - http://ow.ly/iSKN5

9 Mar 13, 2013 http://ow.ly/iRunn http://nickhigham.wordpress.com/2013/03/13/how-...
New blog post: How Accurate Are Spreadsheets in the Cloud? - http://ow.ly/iRunn

10 Mar 5, 2013 http://ow.ly/inJ46 http://swaroopch.com/2013/01/16/orgmode/
From multiple apps to ORG mode - http://ow.ly/inJ46 #emacs

Most Popular Links





My Blogging (2013–)

The Nearest Correlation Matrix: written to collect
different software implementations and promote use of
the best method.

Book reviews.

Report on meetings: Cardiff SIAM Student Chapter,
SIAM CSE13 (“your published algorithms are slowly
making their way into scipy (the main scientific python
library”),. . .

LATEX, Beamer, PDF viewer tips.
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My Blogging (2013–), cont.

Historical info: Lanczos Tapes, Sir Horace Lamb,
Arthur Buchheim (“I’ve just found your recent blog on
Arthur Buchheim whilst researching my family tree and
it seems he is probably a distant relative”).

15 comments (+ 171 spam).
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How to Blog

(E.g.) Wordpress.com or Wordpress.org. Many
themes available, customizable.

To write a post
use wysywig interface,

write html,

post from Emacs org2blog.

Organize: choose categories (not too many) and tags
carefully.

Promote posts via Twitter.

Make RSS feed available.
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Misc Wordpress

Wordpress supports LATEX. Put LATEX in dollar signs.
Even: $\LaTeX$.

May 2013: Wordpress changed the font for listings.
Had to edit an old post.

Wordpress.com shows adverts to people not logged in
to Wordpress. Can pay $30 per year for no ads.

Comments are automatically accepted from a person
once one has been accepted.
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Discovery

Google indexes blogs.

Can subscribe to a blog via RSS feed, or within
Wordpress.

I tend to reach via Twitter: post announcements or
recommendations from other readers.

Hootsuite Social Media Management Dashboard has
an RSS Reader app.
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Twitter Tips

Lists invaluable for scanning feeds by topic. E.g.,
people, software, news.

New followers often come after tweets and retweets.

Hashtags useful for collecting Tweets about an event:
#SIAMAN13, #SIAMCSE13.

Conference prize for best Tweet (see Manchester
Student Chapter 2013 meeting).

“Tip” feeds can be a good way to learn a topic.
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SIAM CSE13







Data Preservation

Principle of data in–data out.
Keep backup of your tweets and blog posts.

I Twitter allows download of archive of tweets.
I Wordpress allows export of content.

Shortened URLs are not guaranteed to be preserved.
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SIAM: Existing Blogs

SIAM Connect is a Wordpress blog with 5 “sub-blogs”:
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http://connect.siam.org/category/all/news


SIAM: New Blog

Regular solicited contributions from SIAM officers,
committee chairs, and existing bloggers.

In due course, contributions from membership in
general.

Categories: science policy, education, conferences,
research, general.

If successful will break into separate, more specific
blogs.

Relation to SIAM News?
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